Monday, November 28, 2005


Position of the Council on Professional Registration Regarding Review Courses Offered in Preparation for the RQAP-GLP Examination

Organizations considering offering review courses in preparation for the RQAP Program examination are advised that the RQAP Program examination tests the application of the principles of research quality assurance to practical situations. Individuals cannot train for the examination by taking courses and knowing the subject matter contained in the reference materials does not enable a candidate who lacks job experience in QA to pass the registration examination. However, it is appropriate for QA professionals to review the subject matter covered by the RQAP Program examination whether they are taking the examination or not. 

The Council offers the following guidelines for group review courses that may be offered by SQA Ed-Com or by SQA regional chapters. 

1. Appropriate purposes for a review course include helping potential candidates identify and assess their level of knowledge of the examination reference materials. Review course descriptions shall clearly indicate that course completion does not ‘guarantee’ that the potential candidate will be eligible for or pass the RQAP Program examination. 

2. Individuals who have been involved in development of the RQAP Program examination as present or past members of the Council on Professional Registration or the RQAP Program Examination Committee should not participate in a review course for the RQAP Program examination in any manner whatsoever. 
3. Individuals who have contributed test items for the RQAP Program examination cannot use the items they have contributed. 
4. SQA may provide text and/or electronic copies of reference materials for the RQAP Program examination for use in review courses and for individual preparation. 

5. The Council on Professional Registration strongly encourages SQA to limit fees charged for course attendance and/or reference materials to the amount necessary to defray actual costs. 
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